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ot o T MBERG ORE DRernalive interpr (1 ations lw- tirot one is taologic el,
e Githelly gparieimioiogicnt, the secund hes sog ul DII(GHUH.\. .
Seovee know from demggraphic data, there s o groeater risk of death in the
first your of Tite (Ubcelalier 1074) . Noveotheieass, inour sludies, Hw tjor
nercientace of deaths wes Jound in the & - 6 oge croup. This brings. to mind
the possibility of & collective child socrifice, which is mentioned in hl.‘- orical
decunienis from ne sixteonth century as a cemman praclice in prehispanic
thres,  Whcther the death of these children was due lo a social or biolonical
{.,Am (jeerbaps an epidenic?) is 2 gquastion ihat uniortunately cannot be

a swered, s, honavu possible to estimate {he precarious condition of.
e among these poople. e hiealth stotus ef our sample, os we found afler
this enzlysis, was not good, with a high incidence of morbility.
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Three natura!"' nummitied human bodizs fifom the village of ltacambira, Staote
of Liinas Gera were examined for parasitic infections.  The bodies bziong 1o
the private archncolooical coliection of Dr. Simezo Ribeire Pircs, and wore LhO.sfl
of a child under onz year of age and a mule and Teiaie, both aduits.  Tihey
were feund by the collector about 20 ycars ago in o small church built ot the
end of the 17Ln certury.
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Afier making a small opening in the abdoeininal and thoracic cavilies, we used

long forceps to pick up fraaments of the orcans.  From a picce of tivsue
of sbout 1 square centimmeter, Laken from the dh(iﬂﬂ’l.’)ul ca\lty of the adull neie,
we scraped up a black crust. As it scemed {o be Teces, it was rehydrated

ucing the triscdiuin pl.os'ma‘“ techniqua. A direct smear was made after 72
hours and then examined undzrthe microscope. Thice egas of T. tr nchnul"*
were jound, and we concluded that the material exainined was probably 3y
lracrient from the intestine.

/.Hhc,ugh these bodies were taken from beneath the, floor of thz church,
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Mo ant ol (e cemsle . wndd Lhoul ¢ Landlreo Veors aon they woere tronaierroed

whon the cometary was ros :(:\’M'J Since thaere ire 1o records of the burisls
"'.’:ll""‘)lv and the araves waore destroyaed, neither individuel identificaiion nor the
daoic qu deaths L(mld b \)’:J.am(*d.

.

The villioe wes founded by on epiorer in 1678, bhut il wos only in the following
century that, oiter @ rush for diamonds, he ;_mu;"»’u': actoelly becuine settied
there. It is supposed that the cerctery had not Lieen in use for at least 60
years before it was removed.,  This iz Licause o span ol at least three cenera-
Jions must have clepsed before the rewoval of the relotives of ihe older people’
stll Tiving in 1060 \“(lul pave béen allowed,  Thus we can make a GIross
estimate that the bodies arc proopb y from the 18th century or the be ginning

of the 14ih century, :

Although whipw orm infections have already been found in v e-Columbian
populations (Aralijo 1520; Zl zi 1954), infestation records in corly coloniol
timcs, L“})CCKJI‘)' lirom scarc ly 120; )U‘(h”d sreas in the interior of the continent,
should provide a good huw_, jor studies in historical paliology in the
Americas.
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RONRE REYWS FROW EQUTH AVERICA, .. .

Jane Buikstra (Nor? h\. st 1;1'Ur1iverfsilv Evansion, L) writes: 1] speint
four weeks in August and September Jc,C evelus *'nq the rescarch importance -
and curation necds of; skelet Pl remains at ihe site of Santa Fe lz \/xela in '
Santa Fe province, Atoentina.  The vroject was sponsored jointly by the
Argentine  oovernment and the Or Gunization of Amarican Sistes Sania Fe

la Vicja is a Spanish colonial site, occupied betwesn 1573 and 1660, and excav-
ated approximately 30 years ago.  The skeletal iemains in subfloor crypls

from three chu-(,hzs were exposed in situ and had been treated (generously)

with multiple coatings of shizllac.  Given that two of the three churches had

been flooded {one twice) since excavatlion, and that the remuins had undor-

gone 'creative repositioning' upon numercus occesions followed by reshellacking,
osteclonical analysis prosented quite a chalience., My first task was to 2esion
burial nuimbers end aliziipt lo develop o (:-’unoc:r',)lnL profile.  The cemos; m,Jhu
patterning was then c.c»mpm cd with that for crypt warkers {rom a 16th centur Y
church in the 'new' town 'of Sunta Fe. Obvious pethology included heasled
fractures and other evidence of trauma. Th(-re is poiential nere for the study

of dentzl health, as well 2s interbr ceding between the Spznizh and indicenous
populations.  Such sludies,'.as well as these of more subtle evidence of pathology,
must aweit the laboiricus rcmoval of shellac from Hw‘ nearly 250 remains on the

site.!
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